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NARRATIVE 


Of the remarkable Affair between 


Mr. STMOND 8s, 
The Poliſh Jeu Merchant, | 


x 
# C 


3 


AND 


Mr. JAMES ASHLEY, 
Merchant of Bread-Street, Londos. 


WHEREIN 


The Robbery at Cranford- Bridge, the ſeveral Trials 
at the Old- Bailey, King s- Bench; and Chelmsford, 
are ieuhir ſet forth. 


| AND 


An e Euchity made into the Truth df the ſeveral 530 
Facts, ſworn on both Sides; and the Whole of this 
intricate Buſineſs ſet in a clear and hk ASE: Light. | 2 


Par Interſperſed with . 


Rikars on the Probability of Facts not yet diſcovered, an 
the Nature and Conſequence of . | 4 
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have been thought ſufficient to juſtify 


who has been detected in Perjury; 


1 
PREFACE. 


T 


HERE is nothing which ſo 
much ſhews the Depravity of 
any Ape, or People, as the 
little Regard paid to 774th among 
them; when thoſe Means of eſta- 
bliſhing it, which have been look'd 


on as ſo ſacred and inviolable, as to 


a Judge and Jury in taking away the 


Lives and Fortunes, or acquitting 
their fellow Creatures, are no longer 


regarded. | 
Sorry am I to ſay, that in this 


Nation, and this our Age, we have 


daily glaring Inſtances of the little 


Regard paid to the moſt ſolemn At- 


teſtation of an Oath—In this Affair 
of Mr. Simonds, in particular, we 


have had an Inſtance of one Perſon 


and 


vi P R E F A CE. 

and I think it as incumbent upon the 
Magiſtracy to be as diligent in de- 
tocting Perjury as Felony, or any 
other of the moſt flagitious Crimes 
—and why Death ſhould not be the 
Conſequence of a Crime, whoſe E, 
tes are equally dreadful, and as de- 
ſtructive to Community as the moſt 
capital ones, is a Matter of ſome 
Wonder. 

What can be more ſhocking than 
to hear two Perſons ſolemnly ſwear 
to a Fact, diametrically oppoſite to 
each other ? Should not there be, in 
this Caſe, the ſtricteſt Enquiry made 
into the Veracity of the Fact itſelf, 
and the perjur'd Wretch be brought 
to condign Puniſhment? 

Is it ſufficient that a Perſon is ac- 
quitted for want of Evidence to con- 
vict him, without having it in his 
Power to puniſh his perjur'd Ac- 
cuſer; who, if he could have pro- 
cur'd others equal to himſelf, would 
have been his inevitable Ruin? 

Is 


P NREFPAC EI. M 
ls it ſufficient that a Man, taking 
a falſe Oath, from the Improbability 
of his Aſſertions or his private Cha- 
racter, ſhould have no Regard paid 
to him, and be ſuffer d to go about 
his Buſineſs without farther Enquiry ? 
Every reaſonable Man will conclude 
not—where there is the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Perjury, there ſhould be 
the ſtricteſt Enquiry to bring the Suſ- 
pected to Juſtice ; otherwiſe we ſhall 
by and by, have no Rule to judge 
by, and, as Perjury encreaſes, our 
Courts will be plagued with a Parcel 
of irreconcileable Facts; no Man 
will be ſecure in his Fortune, Liber- 
ty and Life, and the Plaintiffs and 
Defendants will only ſtrive who can 
out-lie each other, or procure other 
People to do it for them. 

It the tollowing Repreſentation of 

a very intricate and intereſting Caſe, 
ſhould ſet any Member of the Com- 
munity, on an Enquiry that may 
bring Perjury to Light; let it appear 


ON 


| vii PREFACE. 

on any Side, it will be the greateſt 
| | Service to Mankind in _ and 
| 


anſwer the End of the Writer in 
particular, who, being an entire 
Stranger to both Parties, or any Per- 
ſon concern'd for them, was led into 
this Examination purely for his own 
| Satisfaction, and is induc'd to pub- 
liſh it for the Sake of e 
Truth, if poſſible. 
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NARRATIVE, Oc. 


Truth of this intricate Buſineſs to Light, having 
fufficiently awak*d the Attention of the Publick, it 
is not at all to be doubted but that the Cenſure, or 
perhaps the Condemnation of many, will light upon 
the wrong Perſons. It is a Taſk therefore equally 
worthy a Man who is a Friend to Truth, as accept- 
able to all thoſe who are ſuch, to endeavour to 
turn the general Opinion into a right Channel; 
and tho' a candid Examination into this Affair 
may convince every reaſonable Man on which Side 
the Truth is moſt to be found, for it may poſlibly 
appear that ſome Fallacy has been uſed on both, 
yet few will give themſelves that Trouble : But 
out of a Partiality to one or the other, will take 
the ſhorteſt Way of Concluſion, and condemn or 
approve indiſcriminately. Add to this the Gene- 
rality of Mankind, whoſe good Opinion no Man 
who knows the Value of Reputation would be 
willing to forfeit, are either incapacitated to judge 
of ſo perplex*'d a Buſineſs, or believe, as is 
generally the Caſe, whatever happens to be the 
XZ molt receiv*d and credited among the Circle of 
XX their Acquaintance. There need no further Apo- 
logy therefore for giving the Publick the follow- 
ing State of the Cale. | 


A 


HE great Noiſe this Affair has made in 
in the World, and the very extraordinary 
Proceſs of the ſeveral Trials to bring the 


B | In 


(4) 


In the laſt September Seſſions at the Old Bailey, 


| Joſeph Goddard, who kept the White-Hart Inn 


at Cranford-Bridge, a Man before that Time of very 


good Repute, was indicted for aſſaulting and rob- 


bing Mr. Henry Simonds, a Poliſh Few Merchant, of 
554 Ducats in Gold, on the 29th of Auguſt, 1751. 

As it will be neceſſary that we ſhould be quite 
particular on account of our comparing the ſeveral 
Accounts and Afﬀidavits together, Mr. Simonds 
own Relation runs, verbatim, thus. 


I ama Few from Poland; I came over with the 


Packet, with one Higham Levi, and landed at Har- 
wich To-morrow will be five Weeks; I am a Mer- 
chant, and came to buy Watches, and Cloaths, 
and what I could get for my Money. I brought 
558 Duckets to England all in Gold, I ſhew'd them 
to my Landlady, Sarah Abrahams, where I lodged 
a Fortnight ago Yeſterday, and ſet out the Day 
after in the Morning for Briſtol. I wanted to go 
to the Synagogue there, and thought it would do 
me a deal of Good to read there; and alſo to lay 
out ſome Money, if I could ſee any thing worth 
while. There were then 554 Duckets ; 1 always 
carry my Money girded about my Body ; I ſtop'd 
at the Red Lion at Brentford, and din'd, and had 
the Money about me then, I paid my Reckoning 
with ſome Engliſh Coin; I ſtaid there till about 
Half an Hour after Three, then I went to Houn- 


flow, to the Coach and Horſes ; 1 did not ſtay there 


a Quarter of an Hour. I got to the Priſoner's 
Houſe a little before Seven ; he lives at Cranford- 
Bridge; I went into the fore Room, no body was 
there; a young Woman came in when I call'd for 
a Pint of Beer, a Penny-worth of Bread, and a 
Penny-worth of Butter ; within Half an Hour, as 


1 was eating it, the Landlord came in; I made a 


Bow to him, and aſk'd him if he would drink, wo 
. | | alſo 


* 
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alſo if he would accept of a Lemon: He took it, 

and went out of the Room: The young Woman 
came in, and aſk'd if I deſign'd to go further? I 
ſaid, I deſign'd to ſtay there all Night. After 
that the Landlord came in with the Servant ; the 
Servant went and fetch'd another Pint of Beer, I 
pulPd out my Shirt Sleeve and ſhew'd him I was 
a clean Man, and ſhew'd him a handful of my 
Money, and ſaid I am a Merchant. There was no 
body by at that Time; then he went out of the 
Room, and the young Woman came in and aſk*d 
me, how much I would pay for a Bed? I ſaid, I'd 
pay as a Merchant, a Groat or - Six-pence. Then 
ſhe went away again, and another young Woman 
came in and aſk*d me, if I was ready to go to Bed? 
This was about Eight o'Clock. After that I pulPd 
out a Book, and was reading: I had alſo a Pen 
and Ink, and wrote down how to call for Beer, 
Butter, &c. I went to Bed a little before Nine: A 
young Woman lighted me up, and ſhe gave me 
to underſtand by Signs, I muſt turn the Candle 
upſide down when I was in Bed, I gave her to 
underſtand I ſhould knock with my Stick when I 
was in Bed, for her to fetch it, which I did, and 
ſhe came up and fetch'd it accordingly, and lock'd 
the Door, and went down Stairs. Then I am ſure 
I had the Girdle and Money about my Body upon 
my Shirt; I went to Bed ſo. When it was almoſt 
Twelve o' Clock, I heard the Door come open, 
and ſaw my Landlord, the Priſoner, come into the 
Room with a Candle in his Hand alone. I ſtarted 
up in my Bed, and aſk'd him in Dutch what was 
the Matter? He anſwered, een, ſleep ; there were 
no Curtains to the Bed, the Landlard went away, 
and lock'd the Door. I did not move out of the 
Bed but went to ſleep, and I believe it was between 
three and four o'Clock, ſame body took hold on 
4 B 2 me 


(6) 
me and put a Hand to my Mouth, and with his 
Knee ſqueez'd meto the Bed, I ſtruggled up, and 
there were two Men, it was the Priſoner that took 
hold on me, I could ſee his Face by the Moon» 
light ; the other Perſon took from me my Girdle 
and Money, and went to the Window and drew back 


the Curtain, and ſhot the Money out into his Hat. I 
found the Girdle in the Room on the Ground, [The 


Girdle produc'd in Court, made of Leather like a Purſe. ] 


Upon being aſt'd if he could diſtinguiſh the 
Priſoner's Face before the Curtain of the Window 
Was drawn back? He anſwer' d, No, I could not: 
He continued holding my Mouth; when the 
other had the Money in his Hat, I heard him 
ſay to the Priſoner, I have got the Money ; then 
he took the Money from the other Perſon, and 
went down Stairs. I got up and opened the Win- 
dow, and call'd, I am in Diſtreſs, once or twice, 
Sc. in the German Language; this was as ſoon as 
they were out of the Room : I heard them lock 
the Door, they came in again dire&ly upon my 
calling out at the Window. The Priſoner ſtood 
behind, the other Perſon came, and knock'd me 
down; and in the mean Time gave me a Punch 
in the Face; I don't know. with what; then he 
took a Knife and held to my Throat, and ſaid, 
Buſb, buſh, —— your Life: From which I under- 
ſtood, it I did not hold my Tongue, my Lite was 
in Danger. When they went down, I went to the 
Door, to ſee if it was faſt, and found it ſhut; I 
held my Shirt up to the Wound on my Head; 
(he ſhew*d a ſmall Scar on the Top of bis Head) I 
put my Cloaths on, and went to go down, but did 
not chuſe it. I watch'd at the Window; when it 


was Daylight, ſomebody came and open'd the Door 


ſoftly, when there was a Coach call d at the Door, 
I went down and the Coach was gone; the H_ 
| | | | | or 
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lord and rw Servants ſtood at the Door ; I went 


F to him and ſaid, you have my Money, (in Dutch) 
TE I ſaid, you have my Moone when you Rnock me down, 


you muſt be ſtung by the Naik, | making Signs to his 
Neck]. they laught at me; then I laid down my 


| 


Stick and my Knapſack at the Door, and went 


away towards London; a Servant came after me, 
and deſired me to come back; I did, then the 


Luandlord ſhook his Hand to me, and deſired the 
Servant to hold me faſt. I was affrighted, and 
took up my Things and went away, crying. I 
wet to the Coach and Horſes, where I had quar- 
tered the Week before at Hounſlow, there I com- 


plained and ſhew*d my bloody Shirt, but could not 


make them underſtand what I ſaid, Then I went to 


Brentford ; there I had chang'd a Ducat, and had 
about five Shillings Engliþ Money in my Pocket. 
Being aſt'd if the two Perſons that came into 
= his Room ſearch'd bis Breeches? He ſaid, No, 
they did not; When I came to London, I com- 
plain'd to a Merchant, Higham Levi, of whom I 
had beſpoke Watches to the Value of a 100 J. I 
J had allo offer*d 401. for ſome Second-hand Cloaths, 
that came from the Princeſs of Males's; I had alſo 
been looking upon ſome Knives and Corkſcrews, 
and was to have paid for theſe Things, when 1 
came back from Briſtol. Being aſked how be came 
ot to depofit ſo confiderable a Sum in the Bank, ra- 
ber than carry it with him in ſo dangerous a Time 
for robbing ?. He ſaid, he had travell'd thro* Turkey 
nd other Places, and never truſted his Money out 
pr his Sight. ba 
Mr. Goddard having pleaded not Guilty to the 
Pove Indictment, gave his own Account of the 
Affair, and particularizing ſeveral minute Incidents 
#rending it, ſays, he purſued the Few with an In- 
ent to ſecure him for aſſerting he was robb'd; 
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(3) 
That this Purſuit was the Morning after the Rob- 
bery was ſaid to be committed, and reach'd as far 


as Turnham Green, where he ſtaid and drank a 


Negus, and after that return'd home—But it is 
Pity Mr. Goddard did not ride quite to London, 
whither he doubtleſs thought the Few was gone ; 
as he might in all Probability have then overtaken 
him, and have left no Room for Suſpicion that he 
did not defire to overtake him at all, as may inju- 
riouſly be ſurmiz'd. | 

Mr. Goddard” then gives an Account of his 
ſpending the foilowing Day, Saturday ; of his go- 
ing to Smithfield, buying a Horſe, going to Sad- 
ter's Wells, Sc. very material Circumſtances as 
to himſelf; but, it muſt be confeſs'd, little af- 
fecting the Caſe of Mr. Simonds. The next 
Morning, meaning Sunday, ſays Mr. Goddard, I 
© ſaw the Advertiſement at Mr. Roberts's at Houn- 
5 flow, relating to the Robbery, which ſtruck me, 
I took my Horſe, went home and clean'd my- 
* ſelf; ſoon after came a Meſſenger to let me 
„know this Man (Simonds) was at Hounſlow ; I 
* went to go there; ſomebody told me he had a 
«© Warrant out againſt me; I thought it more 


proper to return back than to fly in the Face of 
the Warrant; every body deſir'd me to go 


« away till I could hear what it was—1I ſaid, I 


had no Occaſion to fly; they inſiſted on't 1 
* ſhould; then I went over to Hatton, but ſaid 
to ſeveral Friends, nothing vex'd me ſo much 
* as that I ſhould fly for an innocent Thing; 
« from thence I return*'d to Hounſlow ; then Mr. 
« Roberts and I went in a Poſt Chaiſe to London, 
in order to have Advice; and upon that Ad- 


« vice I went and ſurrender'd myſelf up to 


e Juſtice.“ 
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(9) 
it may perhaps be thought inconſiſtent, by 
ſome, thac Mr. Goddard, who was ſo ready in pur- 


far bs ſuing the 7ew and endeavouring to bring him to 
- a W® Juſtice for an Injury done to him, ſhould ſo ſoon 
© is change his Sentiments and be afraid of ſeeing that 
lon very Jew, for no other Reaſon than that he had 
7 > obtain'd a Warrant againſt him. The Advice of 
Hi his Friends may ſeem indeed to be of ſome 
. he 8 Weight; but their counſelling him to go away 
aju- till he knew what it was is ſomething extraordi- 
X nary ; as he very well knew what it was; a War- 
his Y rant to apprehend him for robbing the Jew ; as the 


oo. Feu abſolutely charg'd him with having his Mo- 
2 4. ney before he had proceeded fo far What needed 
s a then any Flight at all? W hat needed Precaution, 
' af. 3 Conſideration and Advice to defend himſelf from 
; the Conſequences of what, he calls, an innocent 


next = n 
Thing? 


Ihe * It is pity Mr. Goddard was ſo ſtruck, with the 
me. Sight of the Advertiſement, as to forget himſelf. 
| my- = ſo very much, and give the World an Opportu- 


me nity of cenſuring a Conduct they cannot eaſily ac- 
T 4 I 6 42.8 2 Or. 

5 EN oy 1 hy 
nad a The Court, however upon this Trial, on the 


more Evidence of Mr. Goddard's Niece, his Servants, 


ce of and others, and a Character given him by ſeveral 


5 go Gentlemen of indiſputable Honour and Veracity, 
10 8 1 EN. nonourably acquitted the Priſoner; and a Warrant 
ne 1 as afterwards iſſued out againſt Mr. Simonds, the 


Jew, tor Perjury. 


3 8 Mr. Simonds now appear'd in the Eyes of the 
N World as the moſt compleat Villain: His Charac- 


n Mr. ter was blacken'd with the moſt opprobious Re- 
nden, flections, and he was look'd upon as a Monſter of 
t Ad- 9 Iniquity z but while his Appearance in this Light 
up to "8 hid the greateſt Part of Mankind with the ut- 
P 2 moſt Abhorrence to his Perſon, there were ſome, 
Tt ks | | | particularly 


(ro) 
particularly thoſe of his own Religion; who, at 
the ſame Time as they would undoubtedly have 
ſhewn equal Deteſtation with any others againſt 
ſuch an Offender, yet the little Probability there 
ſeem*d to be that a poor Man, an abſolute Stranger 
in this Country, without underſtanding any Thing 
at all of our Language, and, as it in that very 
Act plainly appear'd, very little of our Manners 
and Cuſtoms, ſhould form ſuch a Scheme, juſtly 
excited them to think him wrong'd, add to this, 
what could he propoſe to himſelf by ſuch a Pro- 
ject. There appears no Spirit of Reſentment for 
Injuries receiv*d ; as none are pretended to have 
been committed, He could not propoſe ro make 
any pecuniary Advantages by it Had there been 
Avarice or Revenge to gratify, there is ſome Pro- 
bability human Nature might be ſo given up to 
one or both of thoſe Paſſions, as not to ſtick - at 

ſuch an Act when directed by them; but there 
appears not the leaſt Reaſon for ſuſpecting a Man 
out of no View, or none but of the moſt cruel 
and wanton Barbarity, would go to ſwear away the 
Life of another; nay, to give himſelf ſo much 
Trouble as the Proſecution of him muſt ſubject 
him to, to do it. Mr. Goddard might poſſibly 
then be honourably enough acquitted of the Rob- 
bery, and yet there is ſome Reaſon for us to be- 
lieve Mr. Simonds was actually robb*d, and con- 


ſidering the many Affidavits that have been made 


pro and con in this Affair, there is nothing 
more to be depended on than a rational View of 
the Meaſures taken by the ſeveral Parties herein 
concern'd. . 

That Mr. Simonds had a Number of Ducats, 
when he came into England, was ſworn by a Cu- 


ſtom-Houſe Officer of Harwich, and others who 1 


ſaw them; and there as yet has appear'd, by all 


Accounts, 


* 
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(11) 
Accounts, not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt it. But 
tho? we ſhould give no Credit to the ſeveral Evi- 
dences who depos'd relative to his being in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Ducats, and ſhould ſuppoſe him 
paoſſeſs' d of none; in this Situation, what could 
be his Defign in ſwearing ſuch a Robbery ? How 
could he dream of ever being believ'd? Or, even 
it he did gain Credit, what Advantages could he 
poſſibly imagine would accrue to himſelf? He 
could not, ignorant as he may be ſuppos'd in our 
Laws, expect Reſtitution, unleſs the Ducats were 
found in the Hands of the Robber ; which, if he 
were conſcious he had none, he muſt alſo be con- 
ſcious could never happen. Beſide this, had the 
Charge of this Robbery been any Scheme, there 
would doubtleſs have appear'd ſome projected 
Meaſures concerning it ; but, on the other Hand, 
for a Scheme, it is the worſt that ever was laid. 
He would hardly have ventured ſingle and alone 
upon an Undertaking of this Sort—No, ſuxely. 
Suppoling then, Mr. Goddard innocent, as the Court 
upon his Trial concluded, yet Mr. Simonds might 
poſſibly be robb'd at his Houſe, which, however, 
in this Caſe, can reflect no Imputation on him; 
as it would be very hard to think any Man ac- . 
countable for any Thing that may happen to be 
tranſacted within his Doors. — Mr. Simonds did 
indeed ſwear poſitively to him; but, in this Caſe, 
may we not rationally enough ſuppoſe, that the 
Thoughts of having loſt his whole Fortune, the 
Reſentment wherewith he was excited agailt the 
Maſter of that Houſe, in which this Misfortune 
had - befallen him, and the Reſemblance perhaps 
8 in Perſon between the Robber and Mr. Goddard, 
== might not all theſe together influence him to com- 
mit ſo groſs a miſtake as that of ſwearing he bo 
C | the 
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60 
the Man; and yet, at the ſame Time, be thought 
not guilty of wilful and corrupt Perjury Hu- 
man Certainty is at beſt liable to Deceptions ; a 
firm Belief without the leaſt Doubt is the utmoſt 
Proof we can obtain to ourſelves, in Things 
wanting mathematical Demonſtration. The Mind 
is very apt to form Concluſions on the ſlighteſt 
Appearances in its own Favour, either in the Pro- 
motion of its Happineſs or the Alleviation of its 
Miſery. It is ſome Alleviation to a Mind under 
Misfortune, to find the Cauſe of thoſe Misfor- 
tunes, on which to vent its Indignation and Re- 
ſentment ; it is no Wonder then, tho' Mr. God- 
dard ſhould be look'd on as- quite innocent, if, 
from the ſeveral particular Incidents I before men- 
tion'd, or any other adventitious Means, Mr. Si- 
monds in ſo difirefled a State of Mind, as the 
Robbery had reduc'd him to, ſhould ſo ſtrongly 
and firmly believe he was the Man. 

We are led further relating to Mr. Goddard, 
in the Convicting of Aſpbley the Gardener, one of 
the Witneſſes in his Favour, for wiltul Perjury, 
It was a Pity this Evidence appear'd at Mr. God- 
dard's Trial; but, as every Man, in his Situa- 
tion, would doubtleſs endeavour to find out any 
Thing that would ſtrengthen the View of his 
Innocence; it is not at all to be wonder'd at, that 
he ſhould be glad to make uſe of a Man who 
would ſwear he gave a Wound, the ſame to all 
Appearance, which was produc'd as a Proof of 
the Aſſault and Robbery ſworn againſt him. 
Neither is there the leaſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe this 
Man ſuborn'd to ſwear any Thing contrary, or 
more than what he had publickly aſſerted; and 
which having once ſaid he had too little Con- 
ſcience, or too much Heroiſm, to retract; or, 


perhaps, 
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( 13) 
rhaps we may thus far venture to ſay, in Be- 
half of this. Witneſs, that when he firſt ſwore he 


broke Mr. Simonds's Head, he did not know whe- 
ther he did or no: Nay, perhaps further, that he 


© fancied he really had ;—but being drunk at the 
Time it was {worn to have been done, the Cir- 
cumſtance, if true, might rationally be ſuppos'd 
Jo to leave a ſufficient Impreſſion on his Mind 
to have given him poſitive Aſſurance enough, 
had he been a conſcientious Man, to have made 


4 him ſwear it was really ſo. The Point however 


F A” the ſame; the Man who ſwears to any Fact, 
without having the moſt poſitive Aſſurance the 
Evidence of his Senſe and Reaſon can give him, 
it is true, is equally guilty of Perjury, as he who 
3 wears that to be true, which he has as full an Aſ- 
ſurance of being falſe, In other Words, he who 
ſwears to the Truth of a Thing he has the leaſt 
Doubt of, even ſuppoſing the Thing to be in fact 
? Were? true, is as much guilty of Perjury, as. he 
3 ho ſwears what he knows to be falſe, and what 
is really ſo in fact. I am perſuaded did every 
4 Perſon that takes an Oath fully conſider this, we 
I ould not have ſo many taken on ſuch light and 
4 trivial Occaſions as there now are. 
1 Upon this Trial of Aſbley the Gardener, the In- 
7 lictment of Perjury was clearly and fully prov'd 
3 gainſt him; by which Means that Circumſtance 
VFEclating to the breaking of the Zew's Head, which 
PForroborated the Jury in the Verdict given in fa- 
Four of Mr. Goddard was declared avll ; and it 
ay poſſibly admit of Debate, whether, had that 
fore appear'd, and had not that Evidence who 
ore, as living oppoſite to Mr. Goddard's Houle, 
= here had been any calling by the Jew, he muſt 
oe beard it; I ſay, had neither of theſe Evi- 
©. C 2 dences 


: ( 14 ) 
dences a ppear'd of any Weight upon the Trial of 
Mr. Goddard, it may poſſibly be queſtion'd whe- 
ther he would have been 0 eaſily acquitted, — 
And that Aſhley's Evidence was not to be re- 
garded, appears fully ; and how the other Wit- 
neſs could take on him to (wear, had there been 
any calling out he muſt. have heard it, is a little 
extraordinary. His getting up at Two o'Clock 
in the Morning, and going to lay down on the 
Bed at Four, and in all likelyhood ſleeping or 
dozing till between Five and Six, don't make ap- 


pear at all the Neceſſity of his hearing a Noiſe, 


if there had been any, much leſs the Few's call- 
ing, which, according to his own Account, was 
not often repeated, or of long Duration. 


On this Trial of Aſhley alſo, a Witneſs depoſes, = 
that he, Richard Sic lland, heard Aſpley ſay that 1 


he had been a Witneſs at the Old Bailey for Mr. 


Goddard, and that Goddard was cleared, and that $ 


he took him down to his Houſe to be paid for I 
his Trouble: That after he had made him Wel- 


come, he took him by the Hand and led him to 2 
the Door, and ſaid, Mr. Afbley, I ſhall have a 
Reſpect for you all the Days of my Life, for you 


actually ſav'd my Life, though I deſerve to die, 


tor ] actually robb'd the Man: Then he took IJ 


him in again to pay him for his Trouble, and 
aſked him what he muſt have? He anſwered, he 
would truſt to his Honour : Then Goddard | 3 
throwed him down Half a Guinea, and aſked | 4 
if that would ſatisfy him: He grumbled, and 
then he threw him down a Crown more, and at 


laſt he made it up a Guinea: Then as he went 3 | 


away he told him to come again ſuch a Dal A 
there would be ſome Gentlemen there. He went, 
and laid he thought there were a hundred Gen- 

tlemen 
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r 
tlemen at the Table; that they called for a Plate 
to gather Money for him; that a Gentleman had 
gave a Shilling, then Mr. Goddard came and took 
the Plate out of his Hand, ſeized Aſpley by the 
Collar, and turn'd him out at the Door, ſaying, 
he was a Rogue; ſo he went away very angry. 
Some Time after this there was a Trial to come 
on at Weſtminſter-Hall, Aſpley was ſubpœn'd 
there; He told Goddard he did not care to go, 
and that if he did, he ſhould do him more Hurt 
than Good, unleſs he would pay him better for 
it. He depoſed further, that he had heard Aſpley 
grumble about it many Times, that he was not 

aid enough; that had he known as much as he 
then did, he would not have ſpoke till he had 
been better paid.” 

Being aſk' d when Aſpley told him this, he ſaid, 
& They had talk'd much of this in their Work; 
and one Time he told him as they were going 
from London home, the 1oth of February, which 
was Shrove- Monday, that Goddard took him to 
the Black Bear in Piccadilly that Night, and he 
was to come for a Witneſs at Weſtminſter the next 
Day; he ſaid he told Goddard, he had better not 
let him be a Witneſs, unleſs he would give him 
five Guineas, or if not, he would blow, and-tell 
all he had told him.” e 

That Aſbley might tell the above Story to this 
Evidence, there is no Reaſon to doubt; but there 
is too little Veracity to be put in Aſpley, to make 
it be believed, even ſuppoſing the Relation itſelf 
had any plauſible Pretence to Credit; but it ap- 
pears quite the contrary, by Aſpley's own Ac- 
count. Here, it ſeems, tho' he ſays he went 
home to be paid for his Trouble of ſwearing in 
his Behalf, no prior Agreement had been made, 
21 | | f or 


(16) 
or Sum ſtipulated, in return for this Service, by 
his owning he left it to Goddard's Honouer. —It is 
very unlikely too that Mr. Goddard ſhould go 
to confeſs the Robbery to him, and afterwards * 
poorly reward him with Half a Guinea or a . 
Guinea. His offering ſo little for his Aſſiſtance, "i 
rather argued a Conſciouſneſs of being no other- 
wile oblig*d to him, than for his Trouble in going 
to London voluntarily, to give Evidence to what ; 
he had publickly aſſerted, and for which Purpoſe, us 
had he refus'd, he might have ſupœn'd him. i 
He did not act as to a Man into whoſe Power he F 
had put his Reputation and Credit, by owning | 

to him the Commitment of the Robbery, There | 
ſeems alſo as little Reaſon for his inviting him to 8B 
come to receive Money, the Gifts of Goddard's "8 
Friends, and before his receiving it, for turning by 
him out of the Room and abuling him, after hav- 
ing entruſted him with an Affair of ſuch Impor- 1 
tance. Upon the Whole, there appears not tze 
leaſt Shew of Truth in moſt of what this Fellow, v 
Aſoley, has ſaid about the Affair; neither can I 


— 
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believe any thing he has ſaid, or can ſay, will at * 
all enlighten the Intricacy of this extraordinary 1 
Buſineſs. SEES A 


We are led now to the Part which Mr. Aſbley, 4H 
of Bread-ſtreet, inconſiderately took in cauſing 
Mr. Simonds to be apprehended. Mr. Aſbley, in 
his own Account of it, depoſes, That he was = 
preſent at an Examination of Henry Simonds, = 
againſt Foſeph Goddard, before Juſtice Chamber- * | 

layne, the 5th of September laſt, when the ſaid 4 
Simonds charged Goddard with robbing him of = 
554 Ducats, in Goddard's Houſe at Cranford- nn 
Bridge, in Middleſex ; that Goddard being tried © of 
at the Old- Bailey in September Seſſions laſt o the 1 

ame, I 


(17) 
ſame, and honourably acquitted, a Bill of In- 
dictment was afterwards found by the Grand Jury 
of the County of Middleſex, againſt Simonds, for 
woilful and corrupt Perjury, in ſwearing his ſaid 
Information againſt Goddard, before Juſtice Cham- 
berlayne : That he, Mr. Aſbley, was out of Town at 
the Time this Indictment was found, but was in- 
formed thereof: That on the 6th of October, he was 
coming to London from a Journey, and between 
Lford and Stratford, he ſaw the Detendant Simonds 
travelling on Foot towards Ilford; that he croſs'd 
the Road with his Chaiſe, on purpoſe to have a full 
View of him; that then this Witneſs went on to 
TLondon, without ſpeaking to the Defendant ; that 
this was on the Sunday, and on the Monday, he 
went to Honey-Lane Market, and recollecting 
that Mr. Ford was Agent for Goddard, who liv'd 
juſt by, he went and inform'd him where he had 
ſeen Simonds the Jew travelling; that Mr. Ford 
earneſily preſſed him to take a Warrant that Mr. 
Ford had in his Hands againſt Simonds, for Per- 
jury, and purſue him, and Mr. Ford would ſend 
Mr. Newman, his Clerk, with him: That with 
great Reluctance he conſented, and Mr. Newman 
ſet out with this Witneſs in a Poſt-Chaiſe that 
Afternoon towards Harwich, believing that 
Simonds was going out of the Kingdom: That 
near Witham in Eſſex, he was informed by a Boy, 
to whom he deſcribed Simonds, that he was not 
far before; that he encouraged the Boy, who was 
on Horſeback, to purſue Simonds, which he did, 
and preſently after they came up with him, and 
took him, put him in a Cart that was going to 
Witham, from out of which Mr. Simonds jumped, 
and ran, and endeavoured to make his Eſcape, but 
Vas ſoon after retaken, and carried to Witham, 
. | Wo : — 
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8.) 
he delivered him, with the Warrant, into the Hands | 
of Mr. Hubbard, the Conſtable, who kept him 
all Night; that che next Morning they went with 
him before Juſtice Bragg, who ſaid, that as the I 
Juſtices were ſetting at Chelmsford, it would be 1 
better to carry him thither, which they did, but 
the Juſtices there did not care to commit him, 
but adviſed this Witneſs, and the Conſtable, who 
had Charge of him, to carry Simonds to London; 
that they carried him to the Saracen's Head in 
Chelmsford, and in the Parlour there, he obſerved 
Simonds, who ſat in one Corner of the Room, to 
pull out a green Purſe, and tell ſome Money; 
and that he thought there was ſome Gold in it: 
After this, Mr. Simonds deſired to ſpeak with him, 
and he refuſed, and ſoon after went out of the 
Room to ſee for a Poſt Chaiſe, to carry them 
to London; that returning, Simonds again de- 
ſired to ſpeak to him, which he conſented to, 
and ſtoop'd down to hear what he had to ſay; 
that wr det after this, Mr. Simonds calPd out, 
my Gilt! my Gilt] my Gilt] ny Ducats in Pocket, 
and pointed to his Pocket, that he could not con- 
ceive what the Few meant, and putting his Hand 
in his left Hand Pocket; pulled out his Pocket- 
Book, and aſked if that was his ? that Mr. Si. 
mounds cried out, ze, ne, not dat Pocket, toder 
Pocket ; that then pulling his Handkerchief out 
of his right Hand Pocket, there dropped out a 
Ducat, which much ſurprized him, and he ſaid 
here is ſome of the Man's Money indeed, but 
_ how it came there he could not tell; that feeling 
in his Pocket again, he found two Ducats more 
among ſome Walnuts that were there; that 
he informed Alderman Gaſcoigne, (who, was at 
that Time in the Houſe) of what had . 

who 


» 


1 
who Gideres Mr. Simonds to be ſearched, but there 
vas no more Money about him than one Shillin 

and nine Pence Halfpenny; that he afterwards 
brought him to London, and being carried before 
Juſtice Fielding, he was by him committed to 
= Priſon. 

On his Croſs-Examination, he was aſked, if, 
3 when he met the Defendant, Simonds, he did not 
ſpeak to him, and pull out ſome Ducats, or other 
Gold, and ſhew them to Simonds. Mr. Aſhley 
ſaid, he only croſſed the Road to look at him, 
4 but did not ſpeak to him, or pull out any Money 
at all, and that he never had ſeen a Ducat in his 
Life before thoſe he pulled out of his Pocket at 
Chelmsford, though he dealt for ſome Thouſand 
Pounds a Year. 

F He was aſked, when he ſaw the Boy near W:t- 
3 bam, if he did not tell the Boy that the Perſon 
he was in Purſuit of, was a Highwayman, and 
that he had a Warrant againſt him. Mr. Aſbley 
replied, that the Boy aſked if he was a Highway- 
nan, and that he did not ſay he was not; but was 
ure he never ſaid he had a Warrant to apprehend 
im as a Highway man. 

Hie was then aſked, what was the Motive that 
nduced him to be ſo zralous in purſuing and ap- 
2 prehending Simonds, as Simonds had done him no 
; njury. Mr. Aſbley ſaid, that it had appeared to 
im, that the Defendant was a very bad Man, 
End that he believed, that he had charged Mr. 
W-oddard wrongfully, in ſwearing that Mr. God- 
gerd had robbed him, and therefore he, this 
Vitneſs, for the Sake of publick Juſtice, and 


aber Motive, did endeavour to apprehend the 
2 efendant. 


S * Being 


7 4 
Being ſhewn a printed Paper by the Defen- 
dant* s Counſel, containing an Introduction, ſigned 
James Aſhley, and the Affidavits of four Perſons, 
whoſe Names were ſigned to their Depofitions, 
was aſked if the firſt was his Name, and whither 
he did cauſe them to be printed and diſperſed, re- 
plied, that he did cauſe them to be printed and 
diſperſed, but not with a Deſign to prejudice Si- 
monds in the Minds of the Publick, but to ſa- 
tisfy the World who were in Doubt concerning 'F 

3 

f 


Goddard's Innocence, after the Jem had been tried 
for the Perjury in falſly ſwearing againſt Goddard, © 
and acquitted through a Miſtake or Neglect in | 
the Perlons who carried on that Proſecution. 1 
Mr. Aſbley, in a printed Advertiſement, diſ- * 
pers*d about the Town, gives alſo this more par- 
ticular Account of his Procceding in the Affair, 8 
he ſays, ©* At the Time | met Simonds, I did not 3 
* entertain ſo much as a Thought of moleſting him, | . 
or giving myſelf any Trouble about him ; but as 4 
. I was at Honey-Lane Market the next Day, 4 
* which is near the Houſe of Mr. Ford, (Mr. 
* Goddard's Attorney) I thought it would be but 
| & Juſtice in me to go to the ſaid Ford, and to 

1 * acquaint him when and where I had met the 

fſaid Few——which I accordingly did. 3 f 

** On my aſking for Mr. Ford, and on my 
Name being ſent up to him, I was conducted 
up Stairs to the ſaid Mr. Ford, where I re- 
| mained alone with him, and after talking over 3 
| the Affair, and telling him che Time and Place 
; „ where I had met the ſaid Few, Mr. Ford ſnew- 8 
ed me a Warrant under the Hand and Seal of 
£6. Alderman Gaſcoyne, againſt the ſaid Simonds for 
% Perjury, to which I objected, it could be off 


| no Force in Eſſex ; whereupon, the more to in. 
| 
| 


& quct | 


(21) | 


duce me to go with his Clerk, he takes a Pen and 


-d Int, and on the Margent, which was printed 
s, London to Wit, before which be writes Eſſex, 
s, » and: So that by the Face of the Warrant, it 
er „ ſeem' d to be in Force both for Londen and 
e- Efex, and telling me, at the ſame Time, that 


nd Mr. Gaſcoyne was 4 Juſtice of that County, 


di- (although he was not) and I knowing nothing 
ſa- << to the contrary, and he promiſing, on his Client 
ng © Goddard's Account, to reimburſe me all Ex- 
ed | £ pences I might be at (as Mr. Newman His 
-d, Clerk, on the Trial of Simonds ſolemnly ſwore 
in that he underſtood Mr. Ford made me ſuch Pro- 

* miſe, nor would 1 on any Account have gone, 
iſ. X „ had I not thought the Warrant to have been a 


1 4 * 
Mo 


good Warrant, and in Force for the County of 
Eſſex, as Mr. Ford told me it was) I thereupon 
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not c accompanied Mr. Ford's Clerk in Purſuit of 
im, &« the ſaid Few, who was apprehended near Mit- 


A 
a 


bam in Eſſex, and put into Cuſtody of a Con- 
ſtable, by whom he was carried the next Morn- 
ing to Chelmsford, where the three Ducats were 
put into my Pocket, with an Intent to charge 
me with a Robbery, and to deprive me of my 
Liberty and Life. 

*© By the Advice and Perſuaſion of Mr. Ford, 
(for it never entered into my Thoughts to pro- 
ſecute Simonds) I cauſed a Detainer to be ſent 
by Mr. Juſtice Fielding (Mr. Ford ſolliciting 
him for it) againſt him to New Priſcn, while 
he there remained a Priſoner to be tried for 
Perjury, of which Perjury the ſaid Simonds 
was afterwards acquitted, though not on full 
Evidence, but for want of the Evidence of 
the Interpreter. 
D 2 The 
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«© The ſaid Simonds having been acquitted of 


the Perjury, he then only remained in Cuſtody 


on my Detainer, and though he might at any {FE 
Time be admitted to be Bail, yet his Friends 


ſuffered him to continue in Goal a conſiderable 
Time, and for no other Reaſon than to ruin 
me from the great Damages, they expected to 
recover from his ſo long Confinement, on an 


Action intended to be brought againſt me for 


falſe Impriſonment. 


* As theſe Threatnings made it abſolutely ne- 3 


ceſſary for me to proſecute, and was the only 
Means I had left to prevent my Deſtruction, 


which the Friends of Simonds ſo much deſired 7 
and threaten'd, I determined to prefer a Bill of 
Indi&ment againſt the ſaid Simonds; and in or- 


der to do it in the moſt frugal and eaſy Man- 
ner, I went to the Quarter Seſſions at Chelm/- 
ford (where the Fact was committed) and there 


preferred an Indictment againſt the ſaid Si- 
monds, for the putting of three Ducats into 


my Pocket, with an Intent to charge me with 
a Robbery, and thereby deprive me of my 
Life, Liberty, and Fortune, and the Bill was 


accordingly found, which in the Courſe of . 


Things would have there been tried before the 
Juſtices in an expeditious Manner, and with 
ſmall Expence. 

* But the Friends of the ſaid Simonds being 
determined as far as in them lay, to compleat 
that which they had ſo ſolemnly threatened, 
moved for, and obtained a Certiorari to remove 
the ſaid Indictment into the Crown Office, and 
to be tried at the laſt Aſſizes, and alſo moved 
for a Special Jury, which being granted, ſome 
of the moſt ien Gentlemen of the County 


of 
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'q of Eſſex, were impannelled, and appeared on 
ly that Jury, that the Fate of Simonds might have 
iy i & the moſt ſolemn and impartial Determination. 
ds fi „ Agreeable to this, ſeveral Counſel were re- 
le 3 © tained, and others fee'd, who attended the 
inn © Trial, and ſure of Succeſs, a Short- Hand Wri- 
to * ter was hired by the Friends of Simonds, alſo 
an * to attend the Trial, to take the ſame down in 
or *© order for its Publication. 
=_ * But, alas! how were the ſanguine Hopes of 
e- * theſe moſt opulent Friends of this Jew fruſtrat- 
ly ed, who appeared in great Numbers at the 
n, © Trial, when the Jury came into Court, nd 
ed % and confirmed their private Verdict, viz. 7-47 | 
of * Simonds was Guilty. | 
r- « And if the Fact charged by me on Simonds, 
n- 3 * had not appeared by divers other undoubted 
. ** Evidences, than by my own clear and demon- | 
re * ftrable Evidence, I believe no one will make | 
Fj- F ** a Queſtion, but that the Friends of Simonds | 
to would have permitted the Short-Hand Writer | 
th XZ *© to have publiſhed the Trial, agreeablc to his | 
ny | „ publick Advertiſement, which it is well known, ©] 
as ““ they have taken the utmoſt Care effectually to 
of Wn *Fff prevent.“ a 
he This Account of Mr. Aſhley has been ſtrength- 
th ened by the Affidavits of Witneſſes in ſome Par- 


ticulars, and as much weakened in others. It 


ng may ſeem indeed ſomething extraordinary, that 
aat Mr. Aſbley ſhould chuſe to go himſelf upon ſuch 
d, an Expedition, as the Attorney's Clerk, Mr. 
ve Newman, knew Simonds, which render'd his going 


in Perſon not ſo immediately neceſſary. —But of 
this hereafter, The Conſequence of Simond's be- 
ing apprehended, was his Commitment to Priſon, 
and his Trial on the Bill found againſt him at _= 
on 


( 24 ) 
Old Bailey for Perjury. This was at the King's- 
Bench, where Mr. Simonds was acquitted : But 
Mr. Aſbley ſays, not on full Evidence, but for 
want of Evidence; either thro* the Neglect or 
Miſtake of thoſe who were concerned in that 
Trial, But upon very mature Deliberation, it 
will, I believe, be concluded, that even ſuppo- 
ſing Mr. Simonds guilty of Perjury, in ſwearing 
Goddard committed that Robbery, it was not ſo 
ealy for him to be convicted of it.— There ap- 
pear'd no Witneſſes to prove Mr. Goddard did 
not commit the Robbery, tho”, at the Old Bailey, 
there wanted Witneſſes to prove he did. Mr. 
Simonds's Acquittal therefore was no more than 
might reaſonably have been ſuſpected upon ſuch 
ö an Indiftment, according to the Circumſtances 
attending the Tranſaction, But to conſider Mr. 
Aſpley's Relation a little particularly; with re- 
ſpect to the Part he aſſerts Mr. Ford took in it 
as to his ſoliciting him to go, engaging him to 

reimburſe his Expences, &c. Mr. Ford, in one of 
the Daily Papers of April 27, 1752, gives this 
methodical Anſwer. 

* In the Narrative Mr. Aſbley has publiſhed 
<« relating to his Proceedings againſt Mr. Simonds 
« for putting Ducats into his Pocket, he has 
<« aſſerted, firſt, that I prevailed upon him to go 
into Eſſex to apprehend Mr. Simonds. — Second- 
ly, that he himſelf was hardly acquainted with 
« Mr. Goddard. —Thirdly, that I had promiſed 
* to pay him the Expences of his Journey.— 
* Fourthly, that I had informed him Mr. Alder- 
* man Gaſcoyne was a Juſtice of the Peace for 
« Eſſex. —Fifthly, that after he was conducted up 
Stairs to me, he was alone with me.—And, 
| „ Sixthly, 
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« by my Advice and Perſuaſion. | 

« As to the Firſt, -I ſolemnly declare, that 
ce he, unaſked, freely offered to go ;—and I am 
*« perſuaded that no one will believe that I could 
„ aſk a Merchant of London to undertake ſuch a 
„ Tourney upon ſuch an Occaſion.— 

* To the Second, —as I never law Mr. Goddard 
e before the Day of his Surrender, I can ſpeak 
no further of Mr. Aſpley's Acquaintance with 
* him, than that he appeared before the Juſtice 
as Mr, Goddard's Friend; was preſent during 
„the whole Examination, and was propoſed as 
one of his Bail. 

To the Third, -I made Mr. Aſbley no ſuch 
* Promiſe ; nothing further paſſed upon that 
Head than this; Mr. Afbley taid he would go 
in a Poſt-Chaiſe, and did not doubt Mr. God- 


dard would pay the Expences.— 


& To the Fourth, —I never told him that the 


* worthy Magiſtrate here ſpoken of was a Juſtice 
of the Peace for Eſſex but when the Warrant 


* was delivered to me, in Mr. Aſbley's Preſence, 
I wrote the Word Eſex in the Margin, and 
directed him to get it ſign'd by an Eſſex Juſtice 
* at the ſame Time telling him too, that it muſt 
be executed by an Eſſex Conſtable. —I wonder 
Mr. Afoley can pretend to ſo much Ignorance 
© as to the Nature of Warrants, who once (as I 
have been ſince aſſured) had the Honour of 
* ſerving one of the Judges as his Tipſtaff. 

“ To the Fifth, —when Mr. Aſbley was con- 
* ducted up Stairs to me, I had a Gentleman 
with me, whom I can't at preſent recollect; 
but I am certain that Gentleman did not quit 
the Room during Mr, Aſpley's Stay, which Was 

nor 


6 Sixthly, that his proſecuting Mr. Simonds, was 
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te not above four or five Minutes, and 1 deny 
„ that | was one Moment with him alone. — 

To the Sixth, —if Mr, Afley did but recol- 
* le& how frequently he applied to me to go with 
* him to Juſtice Fielding's, and his repeated Con- 
* cern of the great Imputation this Affair would 
probably bring upon himſelf, if he did not 
wipe it off by proſecuting the Jew, and my 
** declining to be concerned in that Proſecution, 


„ he would not then have aſſerted what is alſo 


s falſe, that he proſecuted him either by my 


-- Advice or Perſualion: —— 


T. F 0 R D.“ 
We may, in favour of Mr. Aßbley, in the ſame 
methodical Manner, ſay to theſe Objections, that 
as to the Firſt, Mr. Aſbley's Word and Mr. Ford's 
ſtand in Oppoſition to each other with this Arti- 
cle in favour of Mr. Ford; can any one think he 
would aſk a Merchant of London to undertake a 
Journey on ſuch an Occaſion ? And, on the Side 
of Mr. Aſpley it may be ſaid, can any one think 


a Merchant of London would voluntarily offer to 


go on ſuch an Occaſion. 

As to the Second, Mr. Aſpley's appearing be- 
fore the Juſtice as one of Goddard's Friends, was 
little Proof of ſuch an Intimacy exiſting between 
them, as ſhould excite him to be more urgent to 
ferve Goddard, than Goddard's Attorney might be 
expected to be, or ſhould be, to ſerve his Client. 

As to the Third, Mr, Afbley's Word and Mr. 
Ford's ſtands in Oppoſition, and nothing can be 
ſaid on either Side. 

As to the Fourth, there is the ſame unlucky 
Circumſtance of Controverſy attending it, and an 


Inſinuation that Mr. Aſbley ſhould underſtand the 


Nature of Warrants, which carries with it a Spi- 
rit 


755 


Mr. Ford did tell Mr. Aſbley Alderman Gaſcoyne 
was a Juſtice of Peace for I County of Hex, 
the Nature of Warrants, however well underitood 
by Mr. Aßpley, would not undeceive him in that 
Particular. 

As to the Fifth, it is a great Pity Mr. Tord 
has ſo bad a Memory as not to recollect who was 


he remember'd ſo well as to be certain ſomebody 
was there. 
As to the Sixth, there is no very material Con- 
tradiction; the Point poſſibly may be, that Mr, 
Aſhley was willing enough to proſecute the Jew, 
as had the Few ſerv'd me fuch a Trick as was 
ſworn againſt him, I myſelf ſhould have been; 
and Mr. Ford poſſibly took no very great Pains to 
derſuade him to the contrary, 
Upon the Whole, however, Whatever might 
influence that Gentleman to contradict Mr. Aſbley 
ſo publickly, there is great Reaſon to believe lome 
material Truth contain'd therein, as Mr. Aſhley 
did never publickly refute or chooſe to enter into 
ontroverly about it. 
The above Account, however, given by Mr. 
{bley, and ſtrengrhened by the Evidences of four 
itneſſes, relating to the Ducats being put into 
is Pocket, if Credit be given to it, mult ſet the 
haracter of Mr. Simonds in ſuch a Light, as can- 
ot fail of exciting the general Deteſtation of the 
orld and will naturally lead us to conclude, 
hat a Man who could be guilty of ſuch a Piece 
H Villainys could alſo be guilty of accuſing and 
wearing | an innocent Perſon ; and thar he 
ever was tobb'd at * But let us ane 
4 E. ietle 


iit of Reſentment, rather than Impartiality : If 
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with him; wid it is a great Happinels too that 
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little into the Probability of this very extraordi - 
nary Proceeding.— If any Credit may be given to 
the Affidavits of Mr. Simonds's Friends, this Af- 
fair will; on the contrary, appear in a different 
Point of View. a TS 

Mr. Higham Levi, of Duke's Place, London, 
Perriwig-maker, gave Evidence on the Trial of 
Henry Simonds, at. the Aſſizes for the County of 
Eſſex, in the Words, or to the Effect following: 
I have ſeen Mr. Afbley with Ducats. There 
came three Gentlemen and enquired for Higham 
Levi, after Goddard's Trial; they came to me, 
« 1] was in powdered Cloaths, being a Barber; I | 
„ ſaid, I knew the Man very well, what do you 
« want with him? One of the Gentlemen ſaid, 
go with us to the Coffee-houſe, if you do not 
< chuſe to tell us the Houſe where he lives; ſaid 
« J, I live with the Man; they faid, where is 
* He? Said J, he is gone to Richmond. They 
% took me on one Side; ſaid I, don't hinder 
* Maſter's Buſineſs, They then aſked me, if | 
„knew one Henry Simonds from Holland? J ſaid, 
* did: They deſired I would tell Higham Levi, 
« to come to Mr. Aſbley's Punch-houſe on Lud- 
« gate-Hill. I was before afraid they were come 
« ro trouble me for a Debt for ſome Hair, but 
* then I was not afraid. Mr. Aſbley was then 
1 ftanding about fix Yards from me; I went 

after this and told ſome of oùr Gentlemen the 
„% Story; I went to dreſs me; I met Mr. Frank 
„ and told him the Story; faid he, don't go by 
% any Means, they'll ſay you ſaid what you dig 
4 not, I did not go, but a Day or two afte! 
„Wards, Mr. Afbley being intimate with my Bro 
e ther-in-Law,. he came and ſaid a Gentlemay 
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« wanted a Wig of five or ſix Guineas. A Gen- 
te tleman then preſent ſaid, this is the Gentleman 
© that came over with Simonds, meaning me; 
ce this was at my Brother-in-Law's Houſe, in 
&« Duke*'s-Place, next Door to the Synagogue : 
6 He deſired me to drink, and ſaid, did you 
© come over with this Simonds ? Did you ſee 
* the Sum of Money he had? I ſaid, yes I 
did: Said he, could you tell what there was ? 
« His Belt was half full, ſaid 1: Said he, PII 
© hang him; he ſwears two Things falſe about 
* Goddard's robbing him.—He ſaid, I am a 
„ Silverſmith by my Profeſſion, look to his 
Character, he ſwears to a great Falſity. Aſbley 
* took a Bit of Paper, and ſummed up the 
« Ducats at gs. 6d. a- piece; then he ſaid, Simonds 
e is a Liar and a Scoundrel. He took out a 
* Ducat with a Hole in it, and put it into a 
&* Scale, and ſaid, you ſee they don't hold ſo 
* much, they want Eighteen pence, and PII let 
your honeſt Friend know it. I never knew 
©* his Name was A/bley till now. —1 went to 
s $:monds's Landlord where he lodged, and aſked 
« where the Polander was; I wanted to aſk him 
« if any of his Ducats had Holes in them. At 
* Night he came to me and began to cry, and 
* told me his Wife wore ſome ſuch about her 
Neck in his Country, and told him he ſhould 
* take them with him, and buy Things on the 
* Road for her.“ And this Deponent faith, 
* That the ſaid James Aſhley aſked the ſaid 
% Higham Levi when this was? And the ſaid 
* Levi anſwered, it was after Goddard ag 
* cleared, Upon which the ſaid Aſbiey aſked him 
* bow long after ? And the ſaid Levi anſwered, 
* it may be about a Manth.”” 
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Several other Witneſſes depos'd on that Trial, 
tat Mr. Simonds had Ducats at his Arrival in 
tus Kingdom; that after the Time of the real, 
dr pretended, Robbe ry, he was exceſſively poor, 
and was under a Neceſſity to pawn his Viel, which 
is never parted with but upon the moſt” urgent 
Neceſſiti s; and that at the Time of his Depar- 
ture from London, they firmly believ'd he had 
not the Value of a Ducat about him. 
Further one Joſepb Iſaacs depos'd, that on Sun- 
day the 6th of October laſt, he and Henry Simonds | 
were going towards Iford ; that a little beyond 
Stratford, they met, in a Chaiſe, Mr. James Aſh- 
ley ; that Mr. Afbley croſſed the Road with his 
Chaiſe, and coming up to them, aſked Simonds if 
he was the Man that {woke a Robbery againſt the 
Man at Cra#ford- Bridge; that he, this Witneſs, | 
adviſed the Defendant to make no Anſwer, but 
t.at the Defendant ſaid to Mr. Aſpley na fas ſtand, 
meaning that he did not andeptnd him; that 
then Mr. Aſpley put his Hand into his right Hand 
Coat Pocket, and pulled out a Handful of Du- 
Cats, and ſaid, theſe, theſe Ducats, and putting 
them in his Pocket again, ſhook his Hand in a 
menacing Manner, and drove on towards London. 
Mr. Alderman Gaſcoyne depoſed, That he was 
up Stairs, at the Saracen's Head in Chelmsford, at 
the Time when Mr. Aſbley and Simonds were there; 
and being ſent for down to them, Mr. Aſbley ſaid 
to him, that damned Villain the 7e, had put 
ſome Ducats in his Pocket, and had charged him 
with robbing him; that then he, Mr. Alderman 
Gaſcoyne, bete to the Jew in Dutch, and aſked 
him, if he put the Ducats into Mr. Aſhley's 
Pocket, and whether the Ducats were his, Si- 
monds' s when Simonds rej lied i in Dutch, T bey arc 
non: 
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none of my Ducats, and then further ſaid, God- 
dard, Goddard, Goadard's Ducats ; that he then 
denied putting any Ducats into Mr. Aſpley's 
Pocket, or charging Mr. Aſpley with robbing 
him of them. ah | 
From theſe ſeveral Depoſitions, therefore, to 


repreſent the Affair in Favour of the Jew, the 


Story will run thus. 

Mr. Simonds, having brought over a large Sum 
of Money into England, to lay out to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, in ſuch Commodities as were moſt ſuit- 
able to his Inclination or Profit, was robb'd at 
Cranford Bridge in Middleſex, and ſtrip'd of the 
whole of his Subſtance; in Conſequence of which, 
he was oblig*d to ſue to Charity for Subſiſtence, 
during the ſhort Time he ſtaid in London; but, 
finding no Proſpect of retrieving-his Misfortune, 
and being cruelly indicted for Perjury, he ſet out 
with what little he had received, the Gifts of 
the well diſpos'd People of his Perſuaſion, and 
was making the beft of his Way home to his own 
Country, as the moſt proper Place for him under 
ſuch Circumſtances— Mr. Afbley, who had been 
concern'd in ſome Degree in favour of the ſup- 
pb Author of his Misfortunes, met this un- 
happy Man, tax'd him with ſwearing againſt 
Goddard, and upon a Pretence of his not being 
underſtood, took a Handful of Ducats out of his 
Coat Pocket, which he had procur'd by ſome 
ſtrange Means, and carried there alſo from ſome 
Motive equally unintelligible, and ſhewing them 
to him, threatned, by holding up his Hand and 
other Motions, ſome future Reſentment. 

After this Mr, Afbley came to Town, hir'd 


a Poft Chaiſe and purſued him, took him to a 
| Juſtice of Peace, who advis'd them to carry him 
er Bott ee 
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to Chelmsford, where a Bench of Juſtices were 
then ſitting, who not caring to interfere, advis'd 
him to bring him to Longon. . 
Here Mr. Aſplcy, ſeeing the Juſtices ſo cau- 
tious of meddling in the Affair, may be ſuppos'd 
to fear he had been too forward; and the Return 
of the Few to be tried on the Perjury alone, 
would never anſwer the End he might propoſe, 
in more clearly wiping off every Suſpicion from 
his Acquaintance, Goddard, effectually therefore 
to ruin the Few in the Eyes of the World, he 
took an Opportunity of ſtanding near the Jem, 
who, ſuppoling it true that he did put his Hand 
in Mr. A/bley's Pocket, was willing to ſee if the 
Ducats were ſtill in that Pocket from which they 
were taken 8 on the Road, the Day before; 
and being detected, before he had thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied himſelf, he was tax d with the Aſſault of 
| picking his Pocket, upon which he expreſs'd his 
il Sentiments as well as he could ; this Man has got 
| my Gilt, my Ducats, I know it, becauſe he ſhew'd 
l me ſome Yeſterday when he threatned me, by 
| 
| 


Signs, on the Highway. Upon which one Pocket 
being ſcarch'd to no Purpoſe, it is readjly to be 
ſuppos'd, the Few would cry out, ſearch the 
other: Neither is it to be wonder'd at, that he 
| | was particularly deſirous of it; as it might be the 


N ſame Pocket he ſaw Mr. Aſhley pull them out of 

| on the Road. For ſo imperfectly as the Few | we 

! +, - and underſtood Exgliſb, I cannot be perſuaded that 

he could give, if he had deſign'd, which is not to 
3 be ſuppos'd, thoſe Witneſſes fully to underſtand, 
| that he knew his Ducats to be in that particular 

| 

| 

| 


| Pocket, and not in the other — his ſaying, the 
toder Pocket, the toder Pocket, does not expreſs 
| it at all, but ſerves as much to expreſs his Deſire 
| | 
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of having the other ſearch'd as well as that in 
which nothing was found, which was reaſonable 
enough; and which ſeems to be the Caſe from 
what he told Mr. Alderman Gaſcoyne, who ſpeak- 
ing to him in a Language he underſtood, the 
Few denies taxing Mr. Afoley with the Robbery, 
or ſaying the Ducats were taken from him by 
Aſhley ; but calls them Goddard's Ducats— his 
ſaying mine Ducats, alſo may reaſonably enough 
be ſuppos'd to import no more, than that theſe 
Ducats were his, tho* not immediately taken 
from him by Mr. Aſpley. 

The Time for Simonds to have charged Aſhley 
with robbing him of the three Ducats, would 
have been doubtleſs when the Alderman came 
into the Room, which was immediately after Mr. 
Apley pulled the three Ducats out of his Pocket; 
but inſtead of that, when he was aſked in Dutch, 
* How he could do ſo bad a Thing, as to put 
« Ducats into Mr. 4fbley's Pocket?“ his An- 
ſwer was, Niet myn Ducates, Mynheer, Niet 
* myn Ducates, Mynheer, (none of my Ducats, 
„ Sir;*”) and on his being told Mr. Aſhley ** ſaid 
* they were his Ducats, and that he had pur 


“ them in his Pocket,” Simonds immediately re- 


plied, ©* Goddard, Goddard, Goddard Rogue, 
„ Goddard's Ducats.** —He was then aſked, ** If 
«* he had not charged Mr. 4fbley with robbing 


* him of the Ducats ? ich be abſolutely 
denied. 


Mr. Afpley hereupon, however, brought Mr. | 


Simonds up to Town, in order to take his Trial 
for the Perjury he ſtood indicted for, without 
laying his Information againſt him for this pre- 


tended Miſdemeanor ; which would not have been 


neceſſary, had Mr. Simonds been convicted of 
| the 
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the Perjury; but finding the Caſe was likely to 
turn out on the contrary; he cauſed a Detainer 
to be ſent to keep the Few ſtill in Cuſtody, that 
he might be proſecuted further; leſt; being clear*d 
on the Perjury, 'and being taken with a Warrant 
not ſtrictly legal, he might be ruin'd as he ſays 
by the Zew's Friends, —It had been better, there 
fote, for Mr. Aſbley, if, after the Few had uſed | 
him ſo ill in putting the Ducats into his Pocket, 

{ 

| 


he had thrown off every Conſideration relating to 
Mr. Simonus's former Offence, - and had imme- 
diately charged and proſecuted him for that, on 
his own Account; the Injury he had, by his own 
Relation, received, ſufficiently juſtified and in- | 
deed abſolutely requir'd ſuch a juſt Reſentment. = | 
But this Mr. Aſbley neglected ſo long, that, ac- | 
cording to his own Confeſſion, he did it as the only 
Means of preſerving himſelt: So that it appears 
the Confideration of his own Safety, not the Mo- | 
tive of Juftice and the Publick Good: excited 
Mr. Aſbley to this Proſecution. It may ſeem 
ſtrange, therefore, that the Publick Good ſhould 
induce Mr. Aſbley more warmly to bring an Of- 
fender to Juſtice, when the Offence was committed 
ainſt another, than when committed againſt 
himſelf. But Mr. Afley might have very good 
Reaſons for his Proceeding, thac may appear by 
and by, We are lead to ſpeak all this on the 
Side of Mr. Simonds, from the Nature and Merit 
of the Cauſe, being conſider'd in that Senſe. which 
is moſt in his Favour. - We may go further ſtill 
in his Favour, in examiniag Mr. Afley's own 
Account.— He fays, ** That Simonds having been 
« acquitted of the Perjury, he then femained in 
Cuſtody only on his Detainer; and tho' he 
„ might at any Time be admitted to Bail, 5 
| . his 
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6 his Friends ſuffered him to continue in a Goal a 
6 confiderable Time, and for no other Reaſon than 


* to ruin him from the great Damages they ex- 


< pected to recoyer from his ſo long Confinement, 
0 on an Action intended to be brought againſt 
* him for falſe Impriſonment.“— Here Mr. 
Aſbley, ſay Simonds's Friends, is deceiv'd, and if 
he had made the leaſt Inquiry, he would have 
found that Simonds was bail'd out, on his Charge 
about the three Ducats, the 11th of Decem- 
ber, being the next Day after his Acquittal for 
the Perjury with which he was charged. —This 
was as ſoon as it well could be.—As to an Action 
againſt Mr. Afpley, it was not dream'd of till it 
appeared at Chelmsford, that the Warrant on which 
he had taken Simmonds up was illegal; and Mr. 
Aſhley, who has long been acquainted with War- 
rants, could not be ignorant of this, —And as to 
other Actions, none were ever thought of till 
Goddard and Aſbley carried to the Priſon a Perſon 
who is a Scandal to his Profeſſion; and he in their 
Preſence (at a Time Simonds ought to have been 
under the Protection of the Law) pulled a great 
Part of his Beard out of his Face, and kick*d him 
about like a Dog, and told him he ſhould be 
hang'd. And that he was preſent at the Trial of 
Simonds, on the famous Indictment for Perjury on 
the 10th of December laſt, where he could not 
avoid hearing Mr. Feilding declare, that he had 
given Information to the Proſecutor's. Sollicitor 
where the Interpreter (taken Notice of before) was 
to be found; and that they might have ſubpœmuned 
him if they thought proper. And he certainly 
would have been-produced by them, it they had 
not been afraid (as they had good Reaſons to be) 
of entering into the Merits of the Caule. 


That 
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That what is here advanced, relating to the 
Trial and the Uſage of the Few, is true, there is 
not the leaſt Doubt.—Mr. Aſbley himſelf never 
publickly contradicted it, further than by ſaying, 
as it came from an anonymous Hand, he did not 
think himſelf oblig'd to anſwer it. 

They go further and ſay, that Mr. Aſpley does 

ot politively ſwear, on the Trial, that the ew 
charg'd him with the Robbery, which indeed is 
true. And as to the Perſons who ſpeak about it, 
they all of them vary in thoſe Expreſſions which 
they ſay the 7e aue uſe of. 

But as to this I believe, from what I have above 
ſaid, it is clear they could not be poſitive as to 
the real Senſe or Meaning of what Words he did 
utter: So that, did they all agree in this, it is a 
Matter of little Conſequence. | 
| The great Point then is, how came Mr. Asbley 
by theſe Ducats in his Coat Pocket ?—lt the 
Few put them in, he could have no other Deſign 
than that of charging him with being concern'd 
in the Robbery, which beſore Mr. Gaſcoyne he 
did not: And if any Credit may be given at all 
to the ſeveral Affidavits on his Side, there ap- 
pear d no Probability of his having the Value of 
a Ducat in the World. 

We ſuppoſe then, in favour of Mr. Simonds, 
that, for the Reaſons before hinted, Mr. Aſpley 
put theſe Ducats into his own Pocket. Eiow 
came then Mr. Afoley by any Ducats at all? This 
Query leads us into a wide Field of Conjectures. 

As the Few might be robb*d, and Mr. Goddard 
entirely innocent, and as he was ſo very honour- 
ably acquitted, as Mr. Aſbley has often ſaid, how 
. comes he ſo induſtriouſly to propagate the Opi- 

nion o his having no Connection or Friendſhip 
with 


» | 
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with the faid Goddard; unleſs as a Proof of his 
Innocence in having any Thing to do with Du- - 
cats; by which, and his Diſclaiming Goddard, 
one would think ſhould appear his Suſpicion of 
his Guilt ; and yet his printing ſo many Affida- 
vits, and diſperling Accounts againſt the Few, 
he confeſſes, were to give the Publick an higher 
Opinion of Goddard's Innocence. 
If he was convinc'd Goddard was innocent, 
why ſhould he diſclaim a Friendſhip or Inti- 
macy with him? For, ſuppoſing they were ſtrict 
Friends, there appears the more Reaſon why Mr. 
Aſfbley ſhould ſo eagerly purſue and bring to Ju- 
| ftice a Man who, he thought, had ſo injuriouſly 
treated his Friend. | 
If Goddard was honourably acquitted, and Mr, 
Aſhley thought him innocent, his Acquaintance 
with him was no Diſcredit, and it juſtified him 
| age than any other Conſideration for acting as | 
e did. ; 
| For ſo little publick Spirit is there in the | 
| World, that we ſhould be leſs ſurpriz'd to ſee 
| a Man take the Part of his Friend, than that of 
the Publick. Mr. Afbley therefore has undoubt- 
edly hurt himſelf in diſclaiming Goddard; and 
at the ſame Time promoting the Opinion of his 
Innocence, however ' politically therefore he may 
have been ſuppos'd to act, he did very wrong to 
: ſtrive to take away that Motive, from which onl 
4 the World moſt naturally believed he would trou- 
ble his Head at all about the Affair. 
N That Mr. Aſpley had Ducats in his Pocket, 
nobody doubts; that they were ſome of the ſame 
Ducats which belong'd to the Few, ᷑ither before 
or after the Robbery at Cranford- Bridge, 1 pre- 
ſume alſo nobody doubts; as I believe it never 
| I? 4 came 
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came into any body's Head, that Mr. Alley pro- 
cur*d Ducats, to ruin the Jew, from any Perſon 
who had no Connection with or Knowledge of the 
Robbery.—From comparing the ſeveral Accounts, 
then the Reader will ſee. how juſtly we give our 
Opinion in favour of Mr. Simonds, we muſt 
conclude, 

1ſt, That he was actually robb'd at Cranford- 
Bridge of the Sum he ſwears to, from the Rea- 
ſons given in Page the 1oth of this Narrative. 

2d, That Mr. Goddard might, or might not be 
the Man that robb*d him—that he might be the 
Man, from the Jew's Oath, and the Afﬀidavits 
of others, relating to his being in Poſſeſſion of 
the Money—that he might not be he, from the 
Reaſons given in Page the 11th, of the Poſlibi- 
lily of Simonds's Miſtake, and his Acquittal at 
the Old Bailey. 

„That Mr. Goddard's Acquittal, at the Old 

Bailey, was no full Proof of his Innocence, from 
a very material Evidence, of his, being convicted 
of Perjury on that Trial, and the Reatons given 
in Page 24. 


4th, That Mr. Aſhley, of Bread-ſfireet, on Ac- 
count of his ſuppos'd Intimacy with the Robber 


of the Jew, by ſome Means or other, became 
oſſeſs'd of ſome of theſe Ducats — from the 
Oaths of Higham Levi, who ſwears Mr. Aſpley 
ſnew'd him Ducats, and the other Witneſs who 
ſwears he ſaw Ducats in his Hand, on the Road; 
and alſo from the Ducats being indiſputably pulPd 
out of Mr. Aſhley's Pocket. 

5th, That Mr. Aſbley did willingly undertake 
this Journey to purſue the Few, nay, was deſi- 
rous of it—from the Declarations of Mr. Ford 
and Mr. Newman, and from a ſuppos'd Dany 
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of more effectually taking off any Stain of Suf- 
picion ſtill left on the Character of his Friend, 
Goddard ; or by his own Account for the Sake of 
the publick Good. 

6th, That there has been an Intimacy or F riend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between Mr. Goddard and Mr. Aſb- 
ley, from his having appear'd as his Friend on 
the ſeveral Trials relating to this Affair, as well 
as on other Occaſions, in denying which Mr. Aſp- 
ley has ſometimes made Miſtakes, as the publick 
Papers have made appear. 

2th, That the Aſſault on Mr. Aſbley, with an 
injurious Intent to deprive him, as he ſays, of 
his Liberty and Life, was never clearly awd tully 
prov'd againſt Mr. Simonds, from the Reaſons 
given in Page 32, and his Behaviour before Al- 
derman Gaſcoyne. 

8th, That "if Mr. Simonds put the Ducats in 
Mr. Aſhley's Pocket, he could have no other De- 
ſign in it than to ſwear a Robbery againſt him, 
which he never did, but denied his having fuch a 
Deſign : From which it is naturally enough to be 
fugg eſted, Mr. Simonds did not put thoſe Ducats 
into his Pocket at all. 

gth, That Mr. Simonds did not put the Ducats 
in Mr. Aſpley's Pocket, from the Reaſons before 
given, that he had not the Value of a Ducat 
about him. | 

1oth, That Mr. Simouds was innocent of the 
Miſdemeanor laid to his Charge, from his Ac- 
quittal on his laſt Trial at Chelmsford. 

11th, That Mr, Simonds has been moſt cruelly 
and barbarouſly treated, in firſt being robb*d of 
his all, then in being proſecuted becauſe he en- 
deavoured to do himſelf Juſtice; and what is ſtill 
worſe, in having a Charge laid againſt him, vm. 
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„ if great Intereſt had not been made to fra him; 


would have entirely ruin'd his Reputation and Li- 
berty, the moſt valuable Bleſſings of his Life. 

Thus far we are led to conclude, from the ſeveral 
Reaſons that have been advanc'd in favour of Mr. 
Simonds, the Force of which the Reader will 
eaſily judge. 

To take another View of this intereſting Affair 
on the Side of Mr. Aſbley, we ſhall ſay, 

iſt, That Mr. Simonds was robb*d,---there is 
no Doubt of that. 

2d, That Mr. Afbley might or might not think 
Goddard the Robber : That he might, becauſe he 
upon this diſclaims all Friendſhip or Connection 
with him; that he might not, becauſe he took fo 


much Pains to perſuade the World he was inno- 


cent, which for a Man whoſe Friendſhip he diſ- 
claimed, he hardly would have done, unleſs he 


| thought him innocent. 


3dly, Mr. Geddard's Acquittal, *tis true, is no 
more Proof of his Innocence, than the laſt Trial 
of Mr. Simonds is of his. 

4th, That Mr. Aſhley had none of the Ducats 
at all, from the Improbability that the Robber, 
whoever he be, would confide in any Perſon what- 
ever, in giving them Ducats, peculiar Pieces of 
Coin, which would undoubtedly betray them, 
and put their Lives into the Hands of whoever 
they truſted z when they might with Eaſe melt 


them down, and thereby inſure their Security, 


Further we may conclude Mr. A/bley had no 
Ducats, from the Inſufficiency of the Proofs that 
he had, which will appear from the Improbability 
of his carrying them, on a Journey, looſe in his 
Coar-pocket, and of ſhewing them to Simonds, 
and another Jew. No Man but an Idiot can be 

ſuppos'd, 


ſuppoſing he could 
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ſuppos'd, conſidering every Circumſtance, to have 
acted ſo imprudently, ſo ſtupidly. The Impro- 
bability alſo of his going ro Mr. Higham Levi 
with Ducats and Scales, —what End could he poſ- 
ſibly have in this? Did he want to inſinuate, by 
ſaying he was a Silverſmith, and that they wanted 
Weight, and calling Simonds a Cheat and a Scoun- 
drel, that Simonds had fold him theſe Ducats, and 


that he bought them without knowing their real 


Weight and Value ? This can be the only Mean- 
ing into which we may conſtrue this Proceeding, 


and in this Caſe what could Mr. Aſbley propoſe to 


do? He could not imagine to get any pecuniary 
Advantage from Mr. Simonds, it he knew he was 
robb*d of all his Stock. He could not propoſe 
to himſelf ro puniſh the Few, upon a Complaint 


againſt him of cheating him in the Purchaſe of 
theſe Ducats, becauſe ſuch an Affair mult never 


have appcared in a Court; as Mr. Aſpley would then, 
prove the Truth of his buy- 
ing theſe Ducats, have been highly cenſur'd for 
not divulging this Bargain on Mr. Goddard's 
Trial. What then could Mr. Alley mean by 
going to ſhew Ducats to the Friends of that very 


Man who aſſerted he had been robb'd of them? 


There is not the læaſt Probability for ſuppoſing 
Mr. Afbley could be ſo ridiculouſly ſtupid, unleſs 
we may ſay that he was very far gone in a bad 
Cauſe, and 
Quos Deus vult perdere prius dementat. 

for mad, indeed, muſt he be in acting in this 
Manner; and as to carrying them in his Pocket, 
or the Road, will it ſuffice, that we plauſibly ſup- 
poſe Mr. Aſbley, going a Journey, took theſe Du- 
cats with him, in order to diſpoſe of them ta 
any particular Perſons, in a more advantageous or 
—— - later 
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. 
ſafer Manner than he could diſpoſe of them in 


Town well —he did not ſucceed he brought 


theſe Ducats, or ſome of them, back again, and 
in the Road, meeting the Jew, threatned him for 


wearing againſt Goddard, and the better to make 


himſelf underſtood, ſhewed him a Parcel of theſe 
Ducats; that afterwards, when he went in Pur- 
ſuit of him, he took three of them with an In- 
tent to impoſe a Charge on the Few, for putting 
them into his Pocket — This may, indeed, be 
the Caſe. Mr. 4fbley has, it muſt be confeſs'd, 
committed ſome little Blunders in defending him- 
ſelf, and it is poſſible he may be guilty of more 
groſs and palpable ones in offending others, and 
why he ſhould endeavour to offend the Few, we 
may account for, by his Deſire of more effectual- 
ly eſtabliſhing the Idea of his never being robb'd 
at all, which, in this Caſe, might be the Occaſion 
of ſome Good to himſeif or his Friend. I ſay, 
therefore, this may be the Caſe, but from Rea- 
fons before hinted, we may judge otherwiſe, viz. 
That Mr. Afley had no Ducats till the Few put 
them in his Pocket, x 

5th, That Mr. Aſhley was unwilling to go, 
from his not apprehending the Few when he firſt 
ſaw him, which, by going to the next Juſtice, 
he might have done. Allo from his delaying to 
acquaint Mr. Goddard's Attorney till the Day fol- 
lowing z. one would naturally imagine, if he had 
been ſo deſirous of apprehending the Few, and 
bringing him to Juſtice, he would have acquaint- 
ed Mr. Goddard's Attorney as ſoon as he arriv'd 
in Town. | 

6th, That there was an Intimacy, in ſome De- 


gree, between Mr. Aſhley and Goddard muſt be 


allow'd ; and it were greatly to be wiſh'd, that 
; Mr. 
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Mr. Aſpley never had contradicted, or endeavour'd - 
to hide it, for Reaſons we have before given; as 


* ſuch an Intimacy would have juſtified Mr. Aſpley 


for ſo warmly eſpouſing Mr. Goddard's Cauſe, 
and could not have been conſtrued; without 
more Circumſtances than as yet have appear'd, 
into any Imputation that they were, or rationally 
might be, both concern'd in the Affair of Si- 
monds's Robbery. | 
2th, That the Aſſault upon Mr. Afpley was as 
fully prov'd, as any Fact can be thought neceſ- 
ſary to be, or is, in a Court of Juſtice. Four 
Witneſſes poſitively ſwear, they ſaw Mr. Simonds 
put his Hand, or endeavour ſo to do, into Mr. 
Aſvley's Pocket; this is a plain Proof of an Af- 
ſault his Motives for ſo doing, the Reader may 
Judge of, unleſs he is convinced already by the 


plaulible Reaſons given for ſuch a Behaviour in 


Page 32. 

8th, It muſt be alſo agreed, that Simonds could 
have no other Intent than to charge Mr. A/bley 
with the Robbery, by putting Ducats in his 
Pocket, if he did do it, 

gth, That Mr. Simonds did put the Ducats into 
Mr. Aſhley's Pocket, from the Validity of the 
Oaths of the ſeveral Witneſſes who depoſed to 
the Fact, and perhaps ſome Reaſon may appear 
for ſo concluding, even from the Number of the 
Ducats—Mr. Simonds, ſays he, brought 558 Du- 
cats into England, one he chang'd at Brentford— 
554 he ſays he was robb'd of; ſo that he might 
have diſpos'd of the other three to ſuch Perſons, 
who, either on his Poverty and Departure from Lon- 
don, might make him a Preſent of them again, 
or elſe fell them to him, as being more advan- 


| tageous to one who was going into the Country 


where 


e Th. 
where they are current, than to the Poſſeſſors 
here.— This is a very rational way of accounting 
for the Jew's being in poſſeſſion of the three 
Ducats, and mo more.—Belides, it is very un- 
likely that the Few ſhould pretend to undertake 
a Journey into a foreign Country, whither there is 


no Doubt but he was going, with only two or 


three Shillings in his Pocket, or if he had been 
poſſeſs*d of more, that he ſhould be ſo extrava- 
gant as to reduce it to the ſmall Sum of one Shil- 
ling and Nine-pence Half. penny before he got out 
of England. - 

10th, That Mr. Simonds was guilty of the Miſ- 
demeanour of putting Ducats into Mr. Aſbley's 
Pocket, with an Intent of charging him with a 
Robbery, from the Verdict of the Jury at the 
former Trial, at which Time the Affidavits of 
three Witneſſes corroborated the Truth of that” 
Tranſaction, which on the latter Trial did not 
appear, two of which were fearful of being ſeen 


in the Cauſe, on Account of Actions being taken 


out againſt them by the Few's Friends, and the 
Third had accepted of an Employment from the 
Hands of ſome of thoſe Friends. This weakened 
the Evidence in Mr. Aſbley's Favour. The Ac- 
quittal-of Mr. Simonds, however, on his laſt Trial, 
was nothing but what might have been expected 
on the firſt, For tho” we muſt rationally con- 
clude that the Jew could not put three Ducats 
into Mr. Aſbley's Pocket without ſome ſiniſter 
Deſign of charging him with robbing him of 
them, yet all the Evidence could not, neither did 
it, make it appear: As Mr. Simonds did not charge 
or ſwear the Robbery againſt Mr. Aſbley before 
a proper Officer, or in any Manner ſo as to ſhew 
he intended to proſecute him for ſuch * 
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How then, tho* it ſhould appear ever fo fully 
that the Ducats were put into Mr, Aſbley's Pocket 
by the Few, could it be determined tully enough 
to convict him of doing a thing with any particu- 
lar Intent, without that Intent had atterwards 
fully appear'd. By the Jew's not proſecuting 
the ſuppos'd Intention of his putting the Ducats 
into Mr. Afley's Pocket, that Intention became 
ſo far doubttul, that however clearly an impar- 
tial and reaſonable Man may be convinc'd in his 
own Mind of it, yet there was not ſufficient 
Proof to convict him in a Court of Judicature. 
Therefore it would have been not at all to be 
wonder'd at if Mr. Simonds had been acquitted 
on his firſt Trial, however fully the Fact of put- 
ting Ducats in Mr. Afley's Coat had appear'd 
againſt him. 

If the Intention of any Fact does not as fully 
appear as the Fact itſelf, the Indictment of the 
Fact, with that Intention, will fall to the Ground. 
For Inſtance, if I ſhould take up a Sword, and 
aſſert in à violent Paſſion I'll kill any particular 


Perſon who had offended me, it, ſuppoſing that 


Perſon in my Power, I make no ſuch Attempt, 
neither advance towards him, or wound .him with 
that Sword, it does not ſo fully appear as to 
convict me in a Court of Juſtice, provided the 
taking up a Sword with an Intent to kill another 
was criminal, that I had ſuch an Intention at the 
Time of taking up that Sword. 

There will appear perhaps little Room to 
doubt that was my Intention, but the ſtrongeſt 
Suſpicion 1s no politive Proof, 

So, tho“ Mr. $imonds had been fully prov'd 
actually to have put the Ducats in Mr. Aſbley's 
Pocket, yet, as there was much Doubt in regard 

G 2 to 
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to his hinting his Deſign of charging him with a 
Robbery, and, as he really never did lay the 
Charge of Robbery againſt him, the Jury might 
very well be ſuppos'd to acquit him of the In- 
dictment, as the Truth of it was not indiſpu- 
tably proved. 

Every Man, however, will take the Liberty 
of paſſing his own private Judgment, and ac- 
cording to the Concluſion we made before, that 
if Mr. Simonds did put the Ducats into Mr. 
Aſhley's Pocket, he could do it with no other 
Intent than to charge him with a Robbery, and 
the Improbability of Mr. Aſhley's having Ducats 
there, it mult naturally follow that he did put 
them into Mr. Aſbley's Pocket with that malici- 
ous Intent. So that, for theſe Reaſons, we mult 
alſo neceſſarily conclude, 
 rith, That Mr. Afley has been moſt hardly 
treated, in being fin'd the extraordinary Sum of 
two Hundred Pounds for a Miſtake in apprehend- 
ing a Man againſt whom the Law had found a 
Bill of Indictment for Perjury, and alſo in hav- 
ing his Character traduc'd for endeavouring to 
bring to Juſtice a Man who had made, as he 
| ſays, an Attempt at once to deprive him of his 
Liberty and Lite. 4 

The Publick will perceive by what Combines: 
tion of Circumſtances we have drawn the fore- 
going Concluſions ; and, from the Validity of 
the ſeveral Reaſons given, be able to determine, 
within their own Breaſts, of the true Nature of 
the Cale. 

But that the Validity of thoſe Reaſons may 
be more clearly evident, are ſubjoin'd the follow- 
ing Remarks. 
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On the above NARRATIVE, 


"IT H reſpect to controverted Affidavits, 

we cannot determine which ought to be be- 
liev'd firſt, but from the Character of the Voucher, 
and the Probability of the Facts avouch'd, 

On the Side of Mr. Simonds, the principal Evi- 
dences are Meſſieurs Higham Levi and Foſepb 
Tfaacs, both Jews. — The former a Peruke maker, 
living in Duke's Place, and the latter, by his own 
Account, a Hawker of Womens Pockets, living 
in Roſemary Lane, The other Witneſſes only 
teſtified as to probable Circumſtances relating to 
the Jew's being poſleſs'd of the Ducats, his Po- 
verty, Sg. all which are no ways material in 
diſproving the Fact which the Jew was tried for. 

It is needleſs to repeat the Oath of Higham Levi, 
which was much the ſame at the firſt and the laſt 
Trial.-—The Probability of Mr. Afbley's going 
to him, knowing him to be the Jew's Friend, 
and the Perſon who came from Holland with 
him, and ſhewing him Ducats, is palpable. It 
is true ſuch Circumſtances might be; but ſup- 
poſing Mr. Aſpley a Perſon of the moſt infamous 
Stamp, he never could be ſuppos'd to be ſo much 
of an Idiot. There was allo a very unlucky Cir- 
cumſtance attending this Witneſs on the laſt 
Trial, which was, that one of the two Women 
which he brought to corroborate his Evidence, 
was too well known by a Gentleman on the 
Bench; ſo that proper Credit was given to either 
relating to the Circumſtances they ſwore. I 
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gutſh ſo very clearly as to the 


* ns into Mr. - 7; Coat: 
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Oath of Mr. voſepb Iſaacs, Pocket-maker, re- 


lating tc Mir. Abby's mecting? tim and/Simonds, 


is Very ftrong and ronvincing: He ſays politively, 
Mr. Aſsbley pulPd Ducats out of his Pocket, and 


that he Av them to be ſuch, beeaule he was 


near his Chaiſe, It may, indeed, appear ſome- 
what unlikely that he ſhould be able toi diſtin- 
particular Opin, 
unleſs it was very familiar to him, which paftbly: 
might be the Cafe. The Probability of Mr. 
Alle s having Ducats, or he wing them, we have 
before accounted for in Page 40 and 41. 
On the Side of Mr. Abbey, were the for- 
mer Trial, Mr. Jaac Hubbard, Inn- holder and 
Conſtable;z Richard Taylor, of Boreham, Peruke- 


maker; Daniel Hughes, Taylor, of Witham; Mr. 


Newman, Attorncy's Clerk, and Eleanor Bromon, 
Cook. Theſe did give unprevaricated Evidence 
relating to what they ſaw of the Few's putting 


the Ducats into Mr. Aſbley's Pocket, on 2 


— 7 the Bern. Was, on that "Thad, found | 


01 the latter Trial Meſſieurs Hubbard, 7 en | 
Newmas did not appear from Which it may be 
ſuggeſted, they were conſcious of having atteſted.” 
a Falſity; but their Abſence has been before ac 
counted for from ee Mates, 8 aqua: 
ceafonable.: i141 % roi Wt 4.5% 

On this Trial, e. one Thomas: Me bens 


of Witham, depos d, that the Je took out of 


his Purſe or Belt, two or*three Pieces of Gold, 
or ſomething like Gold, about the Bigneſs of 


Half a Guinea, that he * him have them be- 


tween his two fore Fingers and Thumb, and put 
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then 
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